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April 3,2019
Dear Minister Kobylkin Dmitry Nikolaevich:

| am writing to you in my capacity as President of the Association for the Sciences of Limnology and
Oceanography (ASLO). ASLO is an international, professional society of approximately 4,000 aquatic
scientists from over 65 countries, including Russia. Some of our members have written to me to express
concern over proposed changes to discharge permissions into Lake Baikal. Our understanding is that the
proposed changes would allow a significant increase — of 20-30 times current allowed discharges into
the lake. | respectfully urge you to reconsider the proposed changes to nutrient discharge allowances for
Lake Baikal.

Large lakes, such as the Great Lakes of North America and Lake Baikal are global wonders and
collectively hold the majority of the world’s available fresh water. Lake Baikal alone holds 20% of the
planet’s unfrozen freshwater; the same amount contained in all of the North American Great Lakes.
These large lakes are a source of national pride for the nations that are charged with their care, as well
as providing freshwater for drinking, industry, recreation and tourism.

In North America, we’ve seen what nutrient discharge can do to freshwater bodies. When lakes are
overrun with nutrients — either from sewage or fertilizer runoff — they enter a state of “eutrophication”.
Eutrophication of water bodies is an area in which our membership has, unfortunately, a wealth of
expertise. What our scientists and resource managers around the world have found time and again is
that this process is difficult to reverse. The economic consequences include: reduced values for
waterfront property, escalated costs for drinking water treatment to remove nitrogen, toxins and
decomposition products, and a loss of tourism revenue. We hope you will not allow the same to happen
to Lake Baikal.

Lake Baikal is one of Russia’s ecological treasures, as well as a tourist destination and source of water for
industry and citizens. We hope you will take steps to prevent unnecessary — and possibly irreversible —
harm to this beautiful water body and its unique biodiversity. We would be happy to connect you with
some of our members who study Lake Baikal and the process of eutrophication, should you have
technical questions.

Sincerely,
W -

Michael L. Pace
President

Email: president@aslo.org - Web: www.aslo.org
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3 anpena 2019.
YBaxkaemblit rocnoanH MUHUCTP, KobbinkuH Amutpuini Hukonaesmy!

A nuwy Bam Ha npaBax npe3uaeHTa Accoumaumm IMMHONOMMKN U oKeaHorpadpum (ASLO). Accoumauus
AB/IAGTCA MeXAYHapoAHbIM coobluecTBomM NpodeccnoHanos, 06beanHAWUM 0Kono 4000 yYéHbIX 13
65 cTpaH, BKAto4Yasa Poccutio, KoTopble 3aHMMAIOTCA BOAHBIMU Npobiemamun. HeKoTopble Halu YieHbl
HanMcaan MHe o cBoelt 06eCNOKOEHHOCTM OTHOCMTENBHO NpeanoaaraembiX U3MeHEHU B AONYCTUMBIX
cbpocax B 03epo balikan. HackosbKo Mbl MOHUMaEM, 3TV U3MEHEHWA MO3BOJIAT 3HAYNTENIbHO YBEINYUTD
(8 20-30 pa3) HbiHELWHWE AOoNYCTUMble 3HaYeHUs cbpocoB B o3epo. Mo3BosbTe MHe ybeanTb Bac
nepecmoTpeTb NpeasoKeHHble U3MEHEHNS B HOPMbI cbpoca BMOoreHHbIX BelllecTs A1a o3epa bankan.

KpynHble 03épa, Takne, Kak ceBepoamepuKaHcKue Bennkme o3épa 1 o3epo balikan sBnaloTca yygecamm
CBETa, 1 B COBOKYMHOCTM OHM cogepKaT 6ObLUYI0 YacTb NPECHON BOAbI, A4OCTYNHOM B Mupe. OgHO
TONbKO 03epo bankan coaepKut 20% Hesamép3Luel NPecHon BoAbl Ha NAaHETE; TAKOE e KOJINYeCcTBO
COLEPMKUTCA BO BCEX CEBEPOAMEPUKAHCKMX BenmKknx o3épax, BMecTe B3ATbIX. ITU KPyrMHble 03épa
ABNAOTCA HALUMOHANbHOW ropA0CTbiO /1A CTPaH, OTBETCTBEHHbIX 32 MX COXPAHHOCTb, a TaKXKe 3a
obecneyeHune NpecHom BOAOW AN1A NUTbSA, MPOMbILLIEHHOCTU, OTAbIXa U TYpPU3Ma.

B CeBepHOM AMEpPUKE Mbl BUAENM, KaKne NOCNeACTBUA MOTyT BbITb B NPECHOBOAHbIX BOAOEMAX OT
cbpocoB BUoreHHbIX BelecTs. Koraa o3épa nepeHacshlileHbl BUOreHHbIMKU BellecTeamu 6o ot
CTOYHbIX BOA, NMMBO OT CTOKa OPraHUYeCcKMX ya0bpeHnin, OHM NepexoaaT B COCTOAHME «3BTPODMKaLMMY.,
3BTpOdPUKaLMA BOAOEMOB — 3Ta 06/1aCTb UCCNEA0BAHMIA, B KOTOPOW HaLLM YNEHbI, K COXaNeHuo,
nmetoT 6oratblil onbIT. Hawwm yuéHble v nua, OTBETCTBEHHbIE 32 NPUPOAONO/b30BaHNE, CO BCErO MUpa
HeoAHOKPaTHO 06HaPYKMBaA/IU, YTO ITOT NMPOLECC TPYAHO NOBEPHYTb BCMNATbL. IKOHOMMYECKME
MOC/NIeACTBMA BK/IIOYAIOT: CHUMKEHME CTOMMOCTM MMYLLLECTBA Ha NPUBpPEXHOM TeppUTOpPUM, POCT 3aTpaT
Ha OYMCTKY NMTLEBOI BOAbI OT a30Ta, TOKCMHOB U NPOAYKTOB Pa3/IoKEHMA, a TaKKe NoTeplo A0X0A408
oT Typu3ama. Mbl Hageemcs, 4To Bbl He gonyctute nogobHoe Ha baikane.

Osepo balikan sBnseTca 04HUM U3 SKOOTMYECKUX COKPOBML, Poccuu, s Tak:Ke TYPUCTUYECKMM
HanpaBAEHUEM N UCTOYHUKOM BOAbI A1A NPOMbILIEHHOCTU U rpaxaaH. Mbl Hageemca, 4To Bbl
npeanpyuMmuTe Wark no npegoTBPaLLEHNIO HEHYKHOIO W, BO3MOXHO, HEOBPaTUMOro ypoHa 3ToMmy
npeKpacHoMy BOA0EMY U ero yH1UKasbHOMy buopasHoobpasuto. Ecim y Bac BO3SHUKHYT KakMe-To
TEXHUYECKMe BOMNpPOChl, Mbl OblaIn Obl pasbl NEPEeHaNPaBUTb X HEKOTOPbLIM M3 HALLMX Y1EHOB,
n3yyatoLmx os3epo balikan u npouecc asTpoprKaLuuu.

C yBarKeHuem,
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